
























Perhaps only those of us who are privileged to serve in public
office can fully understand and appreciate that a difference in gov
ernmental philosophy divides us only on that particular issue and in
no way complicates or interferes with our high esteem for the indi
vidual as a sincere and dedicated man.

Senator O'Loughlin and I were in some ways divided on the
philosophy of government, but I would like to think that we shared
not only a common Irish heritage, not only a distant family rela
tionship between us, but that in a far more important sense we
shared in common a desire to be active in the search for solutions to
the problems of our times.

Senator O'Loughlin will be remembered by former colleagues
and friends on both sides of the aisle as a gentleman, a gentleman
with a dedication to his people. The lives of all of us have benefited
because of this dedication.
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The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Marshall, Kittson, Pennington and Roseau, Mr. Sinclair, who of
fered the following tribute and addressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

The Senate today is proud to honor the memory of former Sena
tor William L. Petersen.

Bill Petersen, as he was known by his multitude of friends, was
a resident of the Village of Lancaster in the northwest corner of the
state. He was elected to the Senate in 1930 and served during the
regular session of 1931 and the regular and special sessions of 1933.
During his term of office he was a member of the Civil Administra
tion, Elections, Game and Fish, Judiciary, Markets and Marketing,
Public Domain and Temperance committees. He was an articulate
and able spokesman for the district that he represented. Although
he did not seek re-election to the Senate he continued to be active
in Republican party politics, at one time serving as chairman of the
state convention.

Mr. Petersen was born on a farm in Bartlett township, Todd
County, on August 25, 1882 and passed away at Karlstad, Minne
sota, July 27, 1968. He is survived by his wife Esther who he
married in 1910 and by three daughters, Mrs. J. E. (Esther Ann)
Haas of Rochester, Mrs. Orval (Katherine) Lund of Lancaster and
Mrs. Robert (Carley) Engwall of Bloomington; one brother, Ed
Petersen of International Falls and ten grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

Senator Petersen graduated from the Verndale high school in
1898. Following his graduation from the St. Cloud Normal in 1903
he became principal of the Watertown school. He studied law at the
University of Minnesota, attending nights while teaching in the
Minneapolis and Richfield schools. He was admitted to the bar in
1909, opening an office in Lancaster the same year.

Lancaster was a pioneer community when Mr. Petersen arrived
there, having been founded a few years before, following the con
struction of the Soo Line railroad through northwestern Minnesota.
Throughout his lifetime Mr. Petersen devoted his talents and energy
to the development of this community. He was active in village
affairs, having served as legal counsel for the village and the school
district. He was a lifetime member of the Lancaster businessmen's
club. He was a Lion, a member of the State Bar Association, a
member of the Masonic Lodge, the Shrine and the Scottish Rite.
He served as chairman of the area draft board, and of the county
bond drive committee of World War II. He served on the Kittson
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County fair board for many years. He helped organize and was a
director of the Northwest State Bank of Hallock.

Mr. Petersen practiced law in Lancaster until shortly before his
death. In recent years he and Mrs. Petersen had spent the winters
in Arizona.

Although a busy man throughout his lifetime, Bill Petersen was
ever ready to help those less fortunate. He was a man of strong
convictions and was outspoken in advocating his beliefs. He was
admired and respected by all who knew him. He was above all a
strong family man, a devoted husband, father and grandfather.
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The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Hennepin, Mr. Ogdahl, who offered the following tribute and ad
dressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

Charles W. Root, known to his colleagues and innumerable
friends as "Charlie", was first elected to the Minnesota House of
Representatives from what was then the 33rd Legislative District,
Minneapolis, in 1944 and served with distinction in that body
until 1950 when he was elected to the Minnesota Senate where he
served until his health indicated the advisability of his retirement
from public life in 1962.

Charlie was married to Mary George Root and they have reared
two children, David and Cecilia. He was an attorney by profession
and practiced with William Thiel under the name of Thiel and
Root.

The State of Minnesota, the City of Minneapolis and his Legis
lative District felt and continue to feel the influence of Charlie
Root's guidance, counsel and conviction in legislative matters.
Legislative achievement in his name has a foremost place. He
was particularly active in the fields of finance, judiciary, municipal
affairs and public institutions. In the field of public institutions,
having the care of the state's unfortunate citizens, his humaneness
and imaginative intelligence and the direction of his tireless energy
brought about improvements of which the whole state can be proud.
He had self-discipline, righteousness and religious conviction. His
life was governed by these characteristics. He was intolerable of
narrow-mindedness. He liked to be known as a self-made man. He
believed that the strength of society depends upon the self-reliance,
the dignity and the pride of its members. In his campaign literature
he frequently listed his legislative accomplishments under the
heading: "I am proud of these accomplishments". Principle gov
erned all his activities. He did not compromise for less; he fought
for his legislative proposals manfully, to generous victory or grace
ful defeat.

This man of vast courage left this world on January 2nd, 1968.
Most of us here today knew him, revered him and loved him. Our
lives were enriched by our association with him and having him
among us. While time does not permit me to do so, all who served
with him can recite incidents of his career which bear testament
to the greatness of his character. No doubt many of you who
served with him are now calling to mind such incidents. It is
better if we just say that his departure has deeply sorrowed us,
and that this Senate and this State are richer for the lifetime
of unselfish service that he gave us.
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The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Becker, Clearwater, Hubbard and Mahnomen, Mr. Leiseth, who
offered the following tribute and addressed the Senate as follows:

Mr. President, Members of the Senate and Honored Guests:

A. O. Sletvold served in the Minnesota State Senate from 1935
to 1955, completing five terms. He represented the then 63rd
District comprising Becker and Hubbard Counties. Mr. Sletvold
served as Chairman of the Judiciary Committee and as a mem
ber of several important committees including the Committee on
Rules and Legislative Expense and the Committee on Committees.

Senator Sletvold was born April 6, 1889, on a farm near the
Village of Elizabeth in Ottertail County, Minnesota, where he
grew to manhood; he graduated from the College of Law of the
University of Minnesota in June, 1911, and served as City Attor
ney of Detroit Lakes for four years and as County Attorney of
Becker County for eight years prior to his tenure of office in the
Senate.

Senator Sletvold is survived by his wife, Josephine, and a son
Joseph Alden Sletvold of Newton Square, Pennsylvania, with
whom Mrs. Sletvold is now living.

Senator Sletvold was a hard working, conscientious member of
this body and will be long remembered by his colleagues and his
friends.

* * *

Mr. Sommer moved that the memorials and personal tributes
as presented and read, be approved and spread upon the pages of
the Journal of the Senate. Which Motion prevailed.

Mr. Sommer moved that the Secretary of the Senate be and
he is hereby instructed to send enrolled copies of the memorials
and personal tributes, as presented and read, to the widows of
deceased Senators or their next of kin. Which Motion prevailed.

Mr. Sommer moved as a further tribute to the memory of these
former Senators that the Senate do now adjourn until 11:00 o'clock
a.m. tomorrow. Which Motion prevailed.

H. Y. Torrey,
Secretary of the Senate.
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